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what fruit does it produce in our lives? If we examine our own hearts,
we shall be obliged to confess that we have great reason to fear that we
deceive ourselves. Let it be our resolution, from this moment, to renounce
the love of the world, and all self-love, to seek and obey him alone,

The following feasts are celebrated on February 20 :

ST ELEUTHERIUS, Bishop of Tournay ; born of a Christian family, converted by St Paul
one hundred and fifty years earlier : ST EUCHERIUS, Bishop of Orleans: ST MILDRED, Abbess,
A grand-daughter of King Penda ; she, with two sisters and a brother, served God in the cloister
and are honoured as saints: ST SADOTH, Bishop of Seleucia, with CTESIPHON and one hundred
and twenty-eight companion-martyrs. Threatened with death, they cried with one voice : " We
shall not die but shall live for ever, with God and His Son, Jesus Christ." SAINTS TYIAKVIO,
ZENOBXUS and other martyrs: and ST ULRXCS, a recluse in Dorsetshire, died 1154.

FEBRUARY 21

ST SEVERIANUS, MARTYR, BISHOP OF SCYTHOPOLIS

(A.D. 452 or 453)

[Frcin the life of St Euthymius, written by Cyril the monk; a letter of the emperor Marcian;
Evagrius, lib, ii. c. 5.    Nicephorus, Calixt. lib. xv. c. 9, collected by Boliandus, p. 246,]

IN the reign of Marcian and St Pulcheria, the Council of Chalcedon
which condemned the Eutychian heresy was received by St Euthymius,
and by a great part of the monks of Palestine. But Theodosius, an ignorant
Eutychian monk, and a man of a most tyrannical temper, under the
protection of the empress Eudoxia, widow of Theodosius the Younger,
who lived at Jerusalem, perverted many among the monks themselves,
and having obliged Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, to withdraw, unjustly
possessed himself of that important see, and in a cruel persecution which
he raised, filled Jerusalem with blood, as the emperor Marcian assures
us: then, at the head of a band of soldiers, he carried desolation over the
country. Many, however, had the courage to stand their ground. No
one resisted him with a greater zeal and resolution than Severianus, Bishop
of Scythopolis, and his recompense was the crown of martyrdom; for the
furious soldiers seized his person, dragged him out of the city, and massacred
him in the latter part of the year 452, or in the beginning of the year 453.
His name occurs in the Roman Martyrology, on the 2ist of February.

Palestine, the country which for above one thousand four hundred years
had been God's chosen inheritance under the old law, when other nations
were covered with the abominations of idolatry, had been sanctified bf
the presence, labours, and sufferings of our divine Redeemer, and had
given birth to his church, and to so many saints, became often the theatre
of enormous scandals, and has now, for many ages, been enslaved to tbe
most impious and gross superstition. So many flourishing churches in
the East, which were planted by the labours of &e cJiiefest among the
apostles, watered with the blood of innumerable glorious martyrs, ilhntaied